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Tamil Nadu towards achieving Sustainable Development Goals

Chapter - 2
Sustainable Development - An Overview

Dr. S. Theenathayalan®
Abstract

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) harmonize three core elements
to be considered for sustainable development such as economic growth, social
inclusion and environmental protection. In the global context, reducing
inequality within and among the countries, making cities inclusive, safe,
resilient and ensuring sustainable consumption and production pattern should
be viewed seriously by the world countries. In addition to that, Sustainable
development aims to attain an appropriate link between inclusive wealth
leading to “inclusive investment’ resulting to inclusive growth with sustainable
development’. The present paper focus to manage forests, combat
desertification host, reverse land degradation and to halt the loss of bio
diversity. The paper concluded that Tamil Nadu is one among the ideal and
pioneering states in the country in protecting the environmental quality in all
possible ways.

1. Introduction

“Be a contributor; not a consumer” should be the attitude of the human
being. A very objective of the sustainable development is to protect the globe
socially, economically, environmentally, culturally, spiritually and politically.
Sustainability is a transition from short-term thinking into long term thinking, and
economy outside the nature into the economy integrated with nature. Development
is a process of change towards the enhancement in quality of life of man, animals
and plants. Specifically speaking, sustainable developments focus on natural capital
assets and suggest preserving and conserving for the future generation. This
chapter aims to overview about the goal of sustainable development and their scope
in the process of implementation.

According to the World Commission on Environment and Development
“Sustainable Development is a development that meets the needs of the present
without comprising the ability of future generation to meet their own needs”
Environmental problems are social problems, they begin with people as the cause
and end with people as victims. In this regard the role of individual behavior is
inevitable. The act of positivity in protecting the environment is the need of the
hour. The ideal use of environment and the natural resources really helps to
maintain environmental quality for pleasant living conditions, keeping
environment clean leads to agricultural development. India is a country where
agriculture is a main occupation and contributes in terms of employment and
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